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As the author reasonably states (p. 3), the subject of her dissertation has strong contemporary echoes. Religion
and diplomacy may still be fruitfully considered together early in the twenty-first century. Arguably, however, they
were never more ciosely intertwined than in the mid-nineteenth century, the focus of this original and important
piece of historical research.

A comparison between the text of the dissertation and the avtoreferat reveals a correct and generally well-
balanced relationship, fully reflecting the arguments of the research undertaken by the author. Llu. Smimova
clearly outlines both the scope of the subject and the principal research questions at the heart of her préject. The
chapters of the dissertation follow a logical chronological sequence, exploring the complex inter-relationship
between religious and geopolitical rivalries as they developed in a series of episodes concentrated on the
Ottoman Empire and the Far East, the two primary geographical focuses of the work.

The source-base for the dissertation is exceptionally impressive, incorporating not only a very wide range of
Russian archival documents (drawn principally from the collections in AVPRI, GARF, RGIA and NIOR RGB), but
also unpublished sources from repositories in Ukraine, Austria and Great Britain. it should be emphasised that
the some of the English archival sources (drawn from the National Archives at Kew, Lambeth Palace Library and
various collections in Oxford) are far from well known, even to British scholars. The same could be said of the
many printed English-language sources on which the author has drawn. These include the Papers of the Russo-
Greek Committee and a series of works by the Reverend George Willlams. The range of relatively neglected
Russian published sources is naturally wider still. So, aithough the author offers a characteristically thorough
anaiysis of the existing historiography in several languages, it is quite correct o state (p. 14) that this subject has
never been adequately studied in the past. The dissertation under review therefore offers a significant and
original contribution to scholarship.

The author's methods represent the best of traditional historical research. Llu. Smirnova furnishes the reader
with a rich multiplicity of quotations from her sources, which include a significant amount of previously unstudied
private correspondence, and works out from these to establish their significance in a wide range of '
circumstances. This requires her to master a variety of interlocking contexts. Some are primarily theological,
others essentiaily diplomatic. Most, however, involve a combination of the two, and it is by exploring and
explaining their inter-relationship that this dissertation makes its most important mark.

Specific points include the following:

1. Among the most valuable scholarly contributions made by this dissertation is the clear demonstration of
the central part played by Metropolitan Filaret (Drozdov} and of some of the Orthodox laymen in his
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circle. These included not only such relatively familiar names as A.N. Murav'ev, whose role is analysed
here in unprecedented detail, but also Count E.V. Putiatin, whose religious activities have yet to be fully
expiored.

2. No less important is the geographicai range of the dissertation. Historians have understandably paid a
good deal of aitention to religious rivalries in the Holy Land. But this dissertation shows that it is vital to
range more widely, covering not only other near-Eastern parts of the Ottoman Empire, but also the
Balkans (and, in this period, above ali, Serbia, whose role in refigious politics is still not fully understood).
The Far East is also crucial. Indeed, the chapters on China in this dissertation strike me as the most
interesting and original of all, not ieast because here, as elsewhere in the dissertation, the author is able
to demonstrate the interplay between British and American missionaries.

3. By comparison with these outstanding virtues, the questionable points in the dissertation scarcely
matter. The surname of the English historian Robin Wheeler is consistently mis-speit as ‘Whiller'. But
this is a trivial typographical error.

Building on a vast range of previous publications by the same prolific author, the dissertation by Liu. Smirnova
represents a substantial addition to the literature on religious-political rivalries among the great powers in mid-
nineteenth century Europe. Not only does it stand as an original and independent work in itself, it will surely act
as catalyst to further thinking in the field. Since there can be no greater compliment than that, the author fully
deserves to be awarded the degree of doctor of historical sciences, under the specialist category, 07.00.02 -
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no cneymnanbHocth 07. 00. 02. — OTe4vecTBEHHas UCTOPUS.

Mo cnpasennueomMy yTBEpPXKAEHMIO aBTOpa (CTP. 3), TEMaA ee AnccepTaummn BeCbMa akTyarnbHa A5 Hallero
BpeMeHuW. Penuruio u AunrnomaTuio MOXHO YCMeLUHO paccmMaTpuBaTth B TECHOW CBA3KE U B HavYane XXI eka.
OpHako Bpsag nu aTv ABa hakTopa 6binn korga-nubo B uCTopun cesisaHbl 6onee, Yem B cepeaunHe XIX Beka.
MNMeHHO 3TOT nepuon pacCcMOTPEH B NpeaniaraeMoM HaM OpUrHaNbHOM U BaXKHOM UCTOPUHECKOM
nccnenoBaHuu.

ConocTaBneHre TEKCTOB AuccepTaummn 1 asTopedepara AokasbiBaeT X CKOOPANHUPOBAHHOCTb U B LIEMOM
OTNMYHyto cbanaHcMpoBaHHOCTb: 06a NMOMHOCTbLIO OTPAXKaKT apryMeHTauUmio NpeAnpUHSATOro aBTopoM
nccnegosanus. U. FO. CmupHoBa 4eTKko hopMynupyeT Kak rpaHuLbl NpeamMeTa CBOEero UsyveHust, Tak u
OCHOBHbI€ BOMPOChI, KOTOPbIM MOCBSLLEH €€ NPOoeKT. [MaBbl AuccepTauun crnenyroT Nornyeckon
XPOHOMOrM4YecKon NocnefoBaTelbHOCTA 1 NMOCBSLLEHbI aHaNU3y CrOXHbIX B3aMMOCBSI3e MeXay perurnosHbIM
1 reonoIMTUYECKUM CONMEPHUYECTBOM pasHbIX CTPaH, pasBopaynBaloLLMCA B paMKax psga anv3ofoB Ha
TeppuTopun OcmaHckoin umnepun u JaneHero Boctoka — ABYX rmaBHbIX reorpauyecknx permoHos,
paccMOTpPEHHbIX B paboTe.

MopaxkaeT 6oratcTBO 6asbl UICTOYHMKOB, UCMOMb30BaHHbIX B AUCCEPTALUN: OHA BKITIOYAET HE TOMbKO BECbMa
LUMPOKUIA CNEKTP AOKYMEHTOB U3 POCCUNCKUX apXMBOB (NpenMyLLecTBeHHO 13 konnekuuii ABMPU, TAP®, PTUA
n HNOP PI'B), Ho 1 HeonybnunkoBaHHble Bymaru u3 xpaHunuiy Ha Ykpauxe, B ABCTpun 1 BenukobputaHuu.
HeobxoanMmo OTMETUTb, YTO psif UCMONb30BaHHBIX UCTOYHUKOB U3 aHMMUACKMX apXuBoB (HaumoHanbHbIX
apxmeoB B Kbto, 6ubnuoteku Jlambetckoro agsopLa 1 psga okcopACcKUX KOMMEKLWA) NpakTUYeck HeM3BecTeH
Jaxke BpUTaHCKUM yYeHbIM. TO e MOXHO CKa3aTb Y O MHOXECTBE MeYaTHbIX aHrMos3bl4HbIX NCTOYHUKOB, Ha
koTopble onupaeTcs asTop. Cpenm Hux Bymaru "peko-pycckoro komuTeTa 1 KoMmnneke pabot nper. [prxopaxa
Yunbamca. KoHeYHo, CnekTp UCronb3oBaHHbIX (YacTo nory3abblThiX) PYCCKOA3bIYHbIX NeYaTHbIX UCTOYHUKOB
eLe HaMHoro Lupe. Takum 06pa3oM, XOTsi aBTOP NMPUBOAUT XapakTepHbIN ANA Hee noApobHEeNLLnin aHanumsa
CyLLECTBYHOLLEN UCTOpUOrpacoui Ha HECKOIbKUX S3bIKax, MOXHO C YBEPEHHOCTbIO yTBEPXAATb (CM. CTp. 14), uTo
[aHHasi Tema AOoHbIHE He noABepranacb 4OCTaTOMHOMY U3y4eHuio. [ToaTomy paccMmaTpusaemas guccepTauus
npefcTaBnseT cobol CyLeCTBEHHOE 1 OpUrMHanbHOe AOMNOMHEHNE K CYLLECTBYIOLLEA Hay4HON TpaauLnu.

ABTOp BblGpan Hauny4ylune MeToabl TPaauULMOHHOrO Hay4YHoro uccnegosanus. W. K0. CMupHoBa npeanaraet
yuTaTento GoraTbii BLIGOP UMUTAT U3 UCMONb3YEMbIX UCTOYHUKOB, B T. Y. MHOXECTBO paHee HEOCBOEHHOIA
YacTHOW Nepenucku, 1 yTBEPXKAaEeT UX 3HAYUMOCTb B LIENOM psay cuTyauui. Ytobbl AokasaTb 3TO, el NpULLINoch
PaCcCMOTPETb UCTOYHUKI B pasHo0Bpa3HbIX B3aMOCBS3aHHbIX KOHTEKCTaxX. YacTb U3 HUX NPEUMYLLECTBEHHO
6orocroBckas, 4acTb — AuUnnomMaTuyeckas. B OCHOBHOM e 3TW KOHTEKCTbI 3akrtodatoT B cebe To 1 Apyroe, u
Ba)XKHEWLLEee OTNIMHYNTENbHOE CBOMCTBO JaHHOW AUCCEPTaLMN — aHanu3 U UCTONKOBaHUE UX B3aUMOBMUAHUA.

OTHOCUTENBHO HUX MOXHO OTMETUTL criegywoulee.
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1. B uncne BaxHehLmMX HayYHbIX OTKPbLITUI JaHHOM AnccepTaummn — [oKasaTenbCTBO LIEHTpanbHOM ponu,
cbirpaHHoi MuTpononuTom dunapetom (0po3foBbiM) U PSAOM MPaBOCaBHbIX MUPSH U3 €ro Kpyra. JTo
He TOJIbKO OTHOCWUTENbHO U3BECTHbIE AesATenu, Takue kak A. H. Mypasbes, Ybsi ponb aHanmsnpyeTcs
3aech ¢ 6ecnpeLeaeHTHO TLLATENBHOCTLIO, HO U, Hanpumep, rpad E. B. MyTATWH, Ybs OeATENbHOCTL B
penurnosHoi ciepe eLle He NOorHOCTbIO U3yveHa.

2. He MeHbLUMM 3Ha4YeHeM obrafaeT reorpacuyeckuii oxsaT gucceprauun. Ictopuku, pasyMeeTcs, yxe
ycnenu yaenuTb GorbLuoe BHUMaHWe BONpOCy Penurmo3Horo conepHuyecTtea B Ceatoit 3emne. OgHako
B A@HHOIi JuccepTaumn fokasbiBaeTcsi He0GX0AMMOCTb GonbLUero 3axsara, U3yYeHUs He TOMbKO
BGNKHEBOCTOUHbIX YacTel OcMaHCKon uMnepum, Ho U BarnkaH (a B aToT nepuog npexae scero Cep6um,
YblO POMb B PENUIMO3HON NONUTUKE eLle NPEACTOUT A0 KOHLUa NoHATh). Ponb [JansHero BocToka cTonb
e BaxHa. [naBbl AuccepTauum, nocesLleHHble KuTtato, nokasanuce MHe HauGornee NHTEPECHbIMMU 1
opUrvHanbHbIMU U3 Beeil paBGoTbl — He B MOCIeAHIon oYepeib OTTOro, YTO 3A4ECh, KaK, BNPOYEM, 1
BE3J€e B TEKCTE, aBTOP CyMera NpoLeMOHCTPUPOBAaTE CIIOXKHOCTb B3aWMOAENCTBUS BPUTaHCKUX
aMepuKaHCKUX MUCCUOHEPOB.

3. B cpaBHeHun ¢ aTUMK Bbl4AOLWMMNCS SOCTOMHCTBAMM MOrPeLUHOCTM B AUccepTauun easa nu uMetoT
Kakoe 6bl TO HM ObINo 3Ha4eHne. Pamunust aHrnuiickoro uctopuka PobrHa Yunepa nocnenosarenbHoO
nepegara kak Whiller, a He Wheeler. OgHako 3T0 MOXHO CUMTaTb MPOCTOW OMUCKOIA.

Oucceptauus U. KO. CMMPHOBOI, OCHOBaHHas Ha MHOXECTBE NpeablayLUmMX nyGrmkaLui 9Toro nnoLoBUToro
nuccnefosatens, npeacrasnsgeT coboii KpynHoe AOMNONHEHNE K HAy4YHOWR nuTepaType o perninrmosHo-
NONUTUYECKOM COMEPHUYECTBE BENUKUX EBpPONENckuX fepxas cepeamnHbl XIX Beka. 3ta paboTta, byayyn cama
no cebe opurnHanbHbIM U HE3aBUCKUMbIM UCCMNEA0BaHWEM, HaBEPHSIKa NMOCIYXUT KaTannsaTtopom As
JanbHenLnx usbickaHuii B aToit obnactu. He numes BO3MOXHOCTY yA0CTOUTb paboTy eLle 6ornee BbICOKOM
Harpagbl, 1 NOATBEPXKAAID, YTO €€ aBTOpP MOMHOCTbIO 3aCNy>XUBAET MPUCYXAEHNUSA YYEHOW CTeneHn JoKTopa
UCTOpUYECKNX Hayk no cneumanbHocTy 07.00.02 — OTevecTBeHHas UCTOPYUS.
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